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November 25, 2003

The Honorable Colin Powell
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Powell:

Over the course of the last two years, the Committee on Government Reform has
conducted oversight of the efforts to ensure efficient and appropriate resolution of Holocaust-era
insurance clajms. At the Committee’s most recent hearing on September 16, 2003, many
withesses stressed the need for the publication of names of Holocaust-era policyholders.- Also,
many witnesses, a5 well as Members of Congress, stressed the belief that the U.S. Government
should play a more active role in helping Holocaust survivors receive their deserved insurance
restitutiop by working more closely with our European allies.

At Jast week’s International Commission on Holocaust-Era Insurance Claims (ICHEIC)
Annusl Meeting, ICHEIC staff reported that a significant number of policyholder names for
policies issued in Austria had been identified but have yet to be released. 1t is our understanding
that the present extended deadline for filing claims with the Austrian General Settlement Fund
expires on November 28, 2003. '

We are concerned that Austrian Holocaust survivors and their heirs could be shut out
from filing legitimate claims. We therefore urge you to focus on this matter and to raise with the
Austrian government the importance of extending the deadline so that additional names can be
released and reviewed by Holocaust survivors.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tom Davis Henry A. Waxman
Chairman Ranking Member



